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Cheesed off: Amsterdam to curb tourist shops amid
visitor influx
New outlets largely catering to visitors, such as bike rentals, will be banned from the city’s
historic centre

Thursday 5 October 2017 18.07 BST

Amsterdam is banning new shops targeting tourists in the city’s historic centre in
the latest attempt to reclaim it for residents.

The city government announced on Thursday that ticket shops, bike rental
companies, cheese shops and other retailers or attractions catering mainly or
exclusively for tourists would be prevented from opening in parts of the Centre
district.
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Since you’re here …
… we have a small favour to ask. More people are reading the Guardian than ever
but advertising revenues across the media are falling fast. And unlike many news
organisations, we haven’t put up a paywall – we want to keep our journalism as
open as we can. So you can see why we need to ask for your help. The Guardian’s
independent, investigative journalism takes a lot of time, money and hard work to
produce. But we do it because we believe our perspective matters – because it
might well be your perspective, too.

The number of shops selling food for immediate consumption, such as ice cream
and doughnuts, will also be limited in about 40 shopping streets around the
centre.

Kajsa Ollongren, deputy mayor for economic affairs, said inner-city buildings
designated for retail were increasingly being occupied by shops geared towards
tourists, reducing the variety of outlets for residents. 

“The situation in our city centre requires firm measures. I see too many shops
offering more of the same, solely targeting tourists.”

Though tourists were “very welcome” in the city, she said she wanted to ensure
the centre remained attractive and liveable for residents. The Centre district is also
home to the majority of Amsterdam’s landmarks.

The mayor, Eberhard van der Laan, and alderpersons (executive board) agreed the
plan in consultation with the Centre district and with the consent of the city
council.

Though the restriction was effective immediately, a zoning plan would be
introduced for the specific purpose and finalised next year. The city government
would publish guidelines identifying what retailers would be affected, taking into
account advertising, presentation, product ranges and business operations.

The decision follows other steps by the city government to manage the impact of
increasing numbers of tourists. About 17 million people visited the city of 850,000
residents in 2016, up from 12 million five years earlier.

Last month the city government announced that the tax on tourists’ rooms in the
city centre would increase from 5% to 6% in 2018, following protests by residents
over the industry’s detrimental impact.

There are to be no new hotels in large parts of the city.
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I appreciate there not being a paywall: it is more democratic for the media to be
available for all and not a commodity to be purchased by a few. I’m happy to make
a contribution so others with less means still have access to information.
Thomasine F-R.
If everyone who reads our reporting, who likes it, helps to support it, our future
would be much more secure.
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