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Wherever possible, answers should include case studies and examples, and, where relevant, large, well 
drawn maps, sketches and diagrams.

Answer one question.

1. (a) Explain how global interaction may be measured. [10 marks]

 (b) Examine the effects of the development of communications upon international 
interactions. [15 marks]

2. (a) Explain how and why glocalization occurs. [10 marks]

 (b) Examine the reasons for the resistance to globalization on either the national or 
local scale. [15 marks]

3. (a) Explain what is meant by cultural imperialism. [10 marks]

 (b) “Global interactions always lead to positive environmental change.”  Discuss 
this statement. [15 marks]



SPEC/3/GEOGR/HP3/ENG/TZ0/XX/M 

6 pages 

 
 
 
 

MARKSCHEME 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIMEN 
 
 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
 
 
 

Higher Level 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper 3 
 



 – 2 – SPEC/3/GEOGR/HP3/ENG/TZ0/XX/M 

 

1. (a) Explain how global interaction may be measured. [10 marks] 
 

Likely responses may refer to a named globalization index such as the AT 
Kearney or the KOF index. 
Any index chosen should be explained in some detail.  For example, if the 
Kearney index is chosen its four key components should be named:  
 economic integration 
 personal contact 
 technological connectivity 
 political engagement. 

 
The response should give some indication of how each of these is measured and is 
likely to provide an example(s).  For instance, within the Kearney index, personal 
contact includes remittances / travel / telephone. 
 
Responses should suggest the units for one or more parts of the index,  
e.g. telephone – minutes of international traffic per capita. 
 
Most indices of interactions are compound indices based on several components. 
Weighting factors are applied, a total score is calculated and countries may then 
be ranked. 
 
To access band D and above, responses should include: 
 a recognized index with its components 
 an explanation for the ranking of countries  
 named examples. 

 
Other approaches may be equally valid and should be assessed on their merits. 
 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 
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 (b) Examine the effects of the development of communications upon 

international interactions.  
 
[15 marks] 

 
The response should recognize a variety of kinds of communications (transport, 
telecommunications and the Internet) and interactions (socio-cultural, economic 
and political).  For example, the increasing capacity and speed of transport 
systems has facilitated the international transfer of goods through trade.  It has 
also stimulated cultural integration through labour transfers and tourism.  ICT has 
increased all aspects of international interaction, in particular financial transfers 
and business transactions.  ICT has also allowed easier international exchange of 
ideas and political negotiation. 
  
Answers attaining band D and above must focus upon international interaction, 
not just outcomes.  Answers attaining band E must also include references to 
transport as well as ICT.  Named examples are also expected at these levels. 
   
Other approaches may be equally valid and should be assessed on their merits. 
 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 

 
2. (a) Explain how and why glocalization occurs. [10 marks] 
 

Candidates would be expected to define the term glocalization and good 
responses would benefit from using examples.  Glocalization is a term that was 
invented in order to emphasize that the globalization of a product is more likely to 
succeed when the product or service is adapted specifically to each locality or 
culture in which it is marketed.  The term combines the word globalization with 
localization.   
 
The increasing presence of McDonald’s restaurants worldwide is an example of 
globalization, while the restaurant chain’s menu changes in an attempt to appeal 
to local palates are an example of glocalization.  Perhaps even more illustrative of 
glocalization, for promotions in France, the restaurant chain replaced its familiar 
Ronald McDonald mascot with Asterix the Gaul, a popular French cartoon 
character.  Similar adaptations are found with other products such as clothes and 
music. 
 
To attain band D and above responses should clearly explain the term 
glocalization and are likely to include examples.  
 
Other approaches may be equally valid and should be assessed on their merits. 
 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 
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 (b) Examine the reasons for the resistance to globalization on either the national 

or local scale. 
 
[15 marks] 

 
Resistance to globalization is in response to real or perceived negative change that 
has occurred or may occur during the process.  Answers are likely to examine a 
range of reasons, including cultural (cultural contrasts, disregard for a particular 
religion or customs, cultural imperialism), political (domination by other nations 
or TNCs), economic (domination, possibly including conditions imposed by 
international institutions such as the IMF, economic leakage from tourism) and 
environmental (damage from resource exploitation or transfer of polluting 
industries and waste). 
 
Reaction to the impacts of TNCs may be a catalyst for resistance.  Some parts of 
civil society (including NGOs) may initiate or strengthen resistance, especially in 
regard to a particular issue.  The growth of ICT and the media now means that 
resistance can be further strengthened at rates that were previously impossible. 
For instance, the diffusion of anti-globalist sentiment can be carried out via 
texting or mobile devices, to coordinate protest activity.  
 
Resistance may be spurred by a resurgence of nationalism. 
 
Resistance may also arise in nations that choose to isolate themselves or limit 
their involvement in globalization. 

 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 
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3. (a) Explain what is meant by cultural imperialism. [10 marks] 
 

A definition of cultural imperialism supported by further expansion is expected. 
One suitable definition would be: “The promotion and imposition of the  
cultural traits of one nation upon another; a consequence of globalization”.   
The supporting explanation should identify the following aspects of cultural 
imperialism, developing some of them further as shown below: 
 
Cultural imperialism involves cultural traits, their means of transfer, and their 
consequences. 
 
Cultural traits include language, consumerism, customs, morals, art, architecture, 
religion and education. 
 
The means of transfer include education, ICT, communications, the media, TNCs, 
trade and tourism. 
 
The consequences may include dilution or loss of indigenous culture and the 
imposition of traits of the dominant culture. 
 
The best responses will incorporate examples, such as the “Japanization” of  
South Korea.  
 
It is not necessary for responses to consider all aspects of cultural imperialism, 
provided that a range of traits and some mention of a variety of means of transfer 
is expressed. 
 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 
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 (b) “Global interactions always lead to positive environmental change.”  Discuss 

this statement. 
 
[15 marks] 

 
It is expected that better responses will consider both positive and negative effects 
of global interactions. 
 
Positive consequences of global interactions might include the introduction of 
improved technologies by some TNCs and the work of civil societies (including 
NGOs such as Greenpeace).  International environmental agreements, such as the 
Kyoto Protocol, and the spread of knowledge and awareness of environmental 
issues through education might also be discussed.  
 
Negative consequences include the degradation of landscapes and creation of 
homogenized landscapes due to agro-industrialization and globalization of 
cityscapes. 
 
Some international interactions are reciprocal, in that benefits at the source may 
be counterbalanced by adverse consequences at the destination (movement of 
polluting industries; transfer of waste). 
   
The best responses accessing bands E/F will discuss both urban and rural areas 
and a range of economic activities, such as the exploitation of natural resources, 
manufacturing and services including tourism.  They may also discuss examples 
at a range of scales. 
 
It is not essential for responses to treat positive and negative consequences of 
global interactions in equal depth.  A good discussion of one may compensate for 
a weaker discussion of the other. 
 
Marks should be allocated according to the markbands. 
 
 
 

 
 



Higher Level Paper 3 – Guidelines for writing essays  
 

1. Interpreting the title 
 

Look carefully at the essay title and carry out the following: 

 Underline the key words in the title. 
 Use the L.I.S.T. checklist below to ensure that you give the essay title its broadest 

interpretation. 
 
L –  LOCATION (spatial context): poor/rich countries; rural/urban areas; 

tropical/temperate; land/air/sea; marine/terrestrial/atmospheric 
 
I  –  ISSUES (factors): positive/negative, advantages/disadvantages, costs/benefits, 

human/physical, environmental, social, cultural, demographic, political, 
economic, geographic 

 
S  – SCALE: global, regional, international, national, sub-national, local 
 
T  –  TIME: long-term/medium-term/short-term; past/present/future; 

contemporary/recent/current  
 
Some of the items in the L.I.S.T. may not be relevant to the essay. 

 
2. Planning 

 
Planning ensures that: 
 ideas can be presented in a logical sequence 
 new points can be added to the plan while writing the essay 
 responses are well structured and can access the highest markbands 
 content is relevant and the focus remains on the essay title. 

 
3. Structure 

Introduction  
 the first sentence should make an impact 
 define terms if necessary 
 outline the general direction of the essay 

 
Develop its subject clearly 
 use clear English and write concisely 
 limit each sentence to one or two points 
 have clear self-contained paragraphs 
 have a recognizable connection between paragraphs 

 
Come to an effective conclusion 
 again try to finish with a sentence / sentences that make an impact 
 provide an overview of the response which links back to the title 
 do not introduce new ideas at this stage 

 
Throughout the essay: 
 use a wide vocabulary  
 use appropriate geographic terminology 
 write legibly in dark blue or black ink  
 avoid note form and/or lists (bullet points). 



Command terms with definitions and examples 
Students should be familiar with the following key terms and phrases used in examination questions, which are to be understood as described below. Although these 
terms will be used frequently in examination questions, other terms may be used to direct students to present an argument in a specific way. 

The assessment objectives (AOs) listed in the table are those referred to in the geography syllabus. 

Command term Assessment 
objective 

Definition Elaboration and exemplification 

Analyse AO2 Break down in order to bring out the essential 
elements or structure. 

Analyse the pattern of poverty within a city. 

Annotate AO4 Add brief notes to a diagram or graph. Draw an annotated diagram to show the land-use 
patterns in an urban area. 

Classify AO2 Arrange or order by class or category. Classify these resources into renewable and  
non-renewable. 

Compare AO3 Give an account of the similarities between two (or 
more) items or situations, referring to both (all) of 
them throughout. 

Compare the predictability of earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 

Compare and contrast AO3 Give an account of similarities and differences 
between two (or more) items or situations, referring 
to both (all) of them throughout. 

Compare and contrast the leisure facilities in 
different sized cities. 

Construct AO4 Display information in a diagrammatic or logical 
form. 

Construct a population pyramid to illustrate the data 
in the table. 

Contrast AO3 Give an account of the differences between two (or 
more) items or situations, referring to both (all) of 
them throughout. 

Contrast the effectiveness of anti-natalist and  
pro-natalist policies. 

Define AO1 Give the precise meaning of a word, phrase, 
concept or physical quantity. 

Define the ecological footprint. 

 



Describe AO1 Give a detailed account. Give a detailed picture/account of a given situation, 
event, pattern, trend, process or feature. 

Describe the trend shown on the graph. 
Describe the fluvial landforms shown on the map. 

Determine AO1 Obtain the only possible answer. Determine the edge of the Central Business District 
(CBD) shown on the map. 

Discuss AO3 Offer a considered and balanced review that 
includes a range of arguments, factors or 
hypotheses. Opinions or conclusions should be 
presented clearly and supported by appropriate 
evidence. 

“Volcanoes are more hazardous than earthquakes.” 
Discuss this statement. 
Discuss the main environmental impacts caused by 
tourism in one extreme environment. 

Distinguish AO2 Make clear the differences between two or more 
concepts or items. 

Distinguish between physical water scarcity and 
economic water scarcity. 

Draw AO4 Represent by means of a labelled, accurate diagram 
or graph, using a pencil. A ruler (straight edge) 
should be used for straight lines. Diagrams should 
be drawn to scale. Graphs should have points 
correctly plotted (if appropriate) and joined in a 
straight line or smooth curve. 

Draw a map to show the urban heat island effect. 

Estimate AO1 Obtain an approximate value. Estimate the sediment load shown on the graph in 
the year 2000. 

Evaluate AO3 Make an appraisal by weighing up the strengths and 
limitations. 

Evaluate a policy implemented to provide 
sustainable fish yields. 

Examine AO3 Consider an argument or concept in a way that 
uncovers the assumptions and interrelationships of 
the issue. 

Examine the consequences of the destruction of 
coral reefs. 

Explain AO2 Give a detailed account including reasons or 
causes. 

Describe clearly and give reasons for a concept, 
pattern, trend, process, relationship or idea. 

Explain the landforms found on flood plains. 

 



Identify AO1 Provide an answer from a number of possibilities. Identify the year in which there is an anomaly on the 
graph. 

Justify AO3 Give valid reasons or evidence to support an 
answer or conclusion. 

Justify the position taken by anti-globalization 
movements. 

Label AO4 Add labels to a diagram. Draw a diagram of patterned ground in a periglacial 
environment and label the main features. 

Outline AO1 Give a brief account or summary. Outline two changes in calorie consumption shown 
in the graphs. 

State  AO1 Give a specific name, value or other brief answer 
without explanation or calculation. 

State the age of the oceanic crust shown on the 
map. 

Suggest AO2 Propose a solution, hypothesis or other possible 
answer. 

Suggest possible reasons for the changes in water 
supply between 1990 and 2010 shown on the graph. 

To what extent AO3 Consider the merits or otherwise of an argument or 
concept. Opinions and conclusions should be 
presented clearly and supported with empirical 
evidence and sound argument. 

To what extent has globalization resulted in 
homogenized landscapes? 

 

 


